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-ConocoPhillips
gives OSU lab

employ - 80 scientists, engineers and
support personnel, and may lead to
the development of additional techno-

B A sensor testing center is

being created in Ponca City.

By Rosgrt Evarr
World Staft Writer

PONCA CITY — ConocoPhillips has
given Oklahoma State University a
70,000-square-foot research building
and up to $2 million for the creation
of a sensor testing center.

The OSU University ‘Multispectral
Laboratory, which will be OSU's first
presence in Ponca City, will eventually

‘logical jobs in the area.

“Our dream is to draw companies
here that will test and decide to build
the sensors we develop here,” OSU

. President David Schmidly said during

a press conference Monday.

The Ponca City Development Au-
thority estimates that the centetr’s eco-
nomic impact on the area will be $120
million over the next 10 years.
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The facility, located at Cono-
coPhillips’ campus in Ponca
City, will not reach full capacity
for six years, though some pro-
jects will begin there immedi-
ately, said Stephen McKeever,
OSlV's vice president for re-
search and technology transfer.

He said the laboratory will
be used for the development of
‘bacterial, biomedical, environ-
mental and.:optical sensors, as
well as other types of sensors
for homeland security and de-
fense applications.

McKeever said research and
innovations at the lab will be
shared with the federal govern-
ment through the laboratory’s
management entity,.; AMT],..a.
government contractor, based in
Virginia B&ach, X8, 5, ...,
- Mayor Dick Stone said th
laboratory will have-a huge im-
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Schmidly said OSU research-
ers have been conducting sen-
sor work for years. The univer-
sity wanted to expand the
program but lacked a testing
and prototype facility, he said.

ConocoPhillips has long been
a supporter of OSU, most re-
cently giving $2 million to
scholarship programs and vari-
ous school departments. The
Houston-based oil giant also do-
nated $7.5 million for the con-
struction of the ConocoPhillips
Alumni Center. at OSU-Stillwa-
ter. C

When . company officials
.learned of OSU’s desire for a
sensor laboratory, they decided
to step in and provide an-‘un-
used building at the Conoco-
Phillips complex, said. George
Paczkowski, vice president of
downstream technology. at the
company. - A

“Research facilities aren't
easy to come by,” he said.

The building was used by the
company for research but was
idled a decade ago when new
facilities were built nearby, he
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—-Schmidly said “the-‘donatien;
* which hé termed an: orange-let-
ter day,” was the key to ex- -
panding the program. : .
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